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Star Spangled Banner
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Presented as a tribute to all military women and men of the United States of America,
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Inspired by the sight of the American flag still flying over Fort McHenry after a night of bombardment by the 
British during the Battle of Baltimore, Sept.13-14, 1814, Francis Scott Key (1779-1843) wrote the words of the 
“Star-spangled Banner.” It was sung to the melody of a current popular song, “To Anacreon in Heaven,” by John 
Stafford Smith. It was adopted as the official national anthem of the United States of America in 1931.

The Smithsonian web site for the “Star-spangled Banner” is highly recommended:

http://www.americanhistory.si.edu/ssb/

Although it is customary to sing just the first verse, there are, in fact, 4 verses, which can be found on the 
Smithsonian site. Verses 1 and 4 are given here.

STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

by Francis Scott Key (1779-1843)

O! say can you see by the dawn’s early light,
 What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,
 O’er the ramparts we watch’d, were so gallantly streaming?
And the Rockets’ red glare, the Bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our Flag was still there;

  O! say does that star-spangled Banner yet wave,
  O’er the Land of the free, and the home of the brave?

Verse 4
O! thus be it ever when freemen shall stand,
 Between their lov’d home, and the war’s desolation,
Blest with vict’ry and peace, may the Heav’n rescued land,
 Praise the Power that hath made and preserv’d us a nation!
Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just,
And this be our motto––”In God is our Trust;”

  And the star-spangled Banner in triumph shall wave,
   O’er the Land of the Free, and the Home of the Brave.
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